
	

 
 
	
	

INDUSTRY	TRANSFORMATION	
CHANGING	BUSINESS	MODELS	&	INDUSTRIAL	STRATEGY	

	
Wednesday	24	February	2021	

18h30	-	20h00	
Virtual	Meeting	

		
	
	
Chaired	by	Dragos	PÎSLARU	MEP,	Rapporteur	on	the	Recovery	Facility	&	
Shadow	Rapporteur	Opinion	on	InvestEU	Programme,	Coordinator	
Renew	Europe	Employment	&	Social	Affairs	Committee	
	
The	COVID-19	pandemic	 had	major	 economic	 and	 social	 consequences	
and	resulted	in	significant	shifts	to	the	global	economic	environment.	In	
crisis	 and	 extremely	 vulnerable	 situations	 like	 these,	 many	 companies	
may	 choose	 to	 stay	 put	 and	 try	 to	 protect	 their	 positions	 in	 the	 status	
quo.	However,	this	approach	can	leave	companies	exposed	to	the	risk	of	
being	disrupted,	 as	 those	 companies	may	be	more	 likely	 to	 fall	prey	 to	
competitive	 pressures.	 For	 a	 proper	 recovery	 and	 consolidated	 resilience	 of	 our	 Union,	 it	 is	
essential	for	our	companies	to	focus	on	innovation	in	existing	or	new	products	and	services	and	
build	new	business	models	to	enable	them	to	thrive	in	the	fast-evolving	economic	environment. 
During	my	work	on	 the	Recovery	and	Resilience	Facility,	 I	 designed	one	of	 the	 six	pillars	 that	
now	form	the	basis	of	 this	Regulation	while	thinking	at	a	way	to	 finance	our	ambitions	for	the	
Industrial	 Strategy.	We	 are	 transforming	 our	 society	 and	 economy	 in	 order	 to	 adapt	 it	 to	 the	
green	 transition	 and	 digital	 transformation.	 This	 adaptation	 requires	 new	 technologies,	 new	
products,	 services,	markets	 and	business	models.	 Industry	 4.0	 creates	many	 opportunities	 for	
organizations	to	use	advanced	technologies	across	their	entire	value	chains,	and	it	is	time	for	us	
to	help	the	business	environment	gain	its	trust	again	and	help	our	companies	and	SMEs	to	dare,	
invest	and	innovate.	 
I	am	pleased	to	say	and	to	also	mention	that	we	in	Renew	are	currently	working	on	a	position	
paper	on	Industrial	Strategy	and	I	am	sure	my	colleagues	will	raise	this	evening	many	elements	
we	have	debated	lately.	 
	
	

Maive	RUTE,	EUROPEAN	COMMISSION,	DG	GROW,	Deputy	Director-General	
for	Internal	Market,	Industry,	Entrepreneurship	&	SMEs,		
	
	
Let	 me	 start	 by	 echoing	 the	 confidence	 of	 Commissioner	 Breton	 in	 his	
opening	 address	 at	 Industry	 Days:	 Europe	 will	 recover	 from	 the	 current	
crisis	stronger	and	poised	for	digital	and	industrial	leadership.	
We	must	lead	and	accelerate	real	changes	on	the	ground.	
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Delivering	on	a	New	Industrial	Strategy	for	Europe	
	
Even	before	the	pandemic	hit,	Europe	was	going	through	a	period	of	profound	and	rapid	change	
−	from	digitization	and	decarbonisation	 to	global	economic	uncertainty	and	new	and	changing	
geopolitical	realities.	
	
The	twin	digital	and	green	transitions	offer	European	companies	unprecedented	opportunities.	
Take	AI	as	an	example,	it	is	already	a	major	key	to	enhance	productivity	of	industrial	operations	
and	can	reduce	operating	costs	by	up	to	20%.	It	 is	estimated	that	AI	will	contribute	up	to	USD	
15.7	trillion	to	the	global	economy	by	2030	and	boost	the	EU	economy	by	9	to	12%	of	GDP.	But	
we	need	to	harness	the	opportunities	in	industrial	data	in	order	to	lead	and	to	reap	the	benefits.		
	
To	help	guide	our	 industry	we	presented	 in	March	2020	a	new	 industrial	 strategy	 for	Europe.	
The	 implementation	 of	 the	 2020	 Industrial	 Strategy	 is	 well	 on	 track	 with	 many	 measures	
already	presented	by	the	Commission,	such	as	the	White	Paper	on	Foreign	Subsidies,	the	Action	
Plan	on	Critical	Raw	Materials,	the	Skills	Sgenda,	the	Pact	for	Skills	and	many	more.	
	
COVID−19	 has	 in	many	ways	 confirmed	 the	 priorities	 of	 the	 Industrial	 Strategy.	 For	 example	
through	 reinforced	 demand	 for	 collaborative	 robots	 designed	 to	 interact	with	 people,	who	 in	
turn	need	to	upskill	to	 	reap		the	 	new		employment	 	opportunities.	In	Europe,	we	will	need	to	
up−	and	reskill	100	million	workers	in	the	next	five	years.	
	
That	is	why	we	launched	the	Pact	for	Skills,	 in	November,	in	order	to	promote	joint	action	and	
maximise	the	impact	of	investing	in	upskilling	and	reskilling	our	workforce.	
	
I	would	 like	 to	 also	 call	 your	 attention	 to	 our	 two	 latest	 initiatives	 for	 empowering	European	
industry:	last	week,	we	presented	a	new	EU	Trade	Strategy	for	the	coming	years.	
	
Two−way	trade	accounts	for	43%	of	the	EU’s	Gross	Domestic	Product.	Trade	supports	35	million	
jobs	 in	 the	 EU.	We	need	 to	make	 sure,	 that	 trade	 continues	 to	work	 for	 us.	 The	 new	 strategy	
reinforces	 the	 EU's	 position	 as	 a	 global	 champion	 of	 open,	 rules−based	 trade	 that	 is	 fair	 and	
sustainable.	We	want	to	pursue	a	model	of	open	strategic	autonomy	for	Europe	while	assertively	
defending	our	interests,	both	internally	and	externally.	
	
On	Monday,	we	presented	another	key	initiative	of	our	New	Industrial	Strategy,	our	Action	Plan	
on	Synergies	Between	Civil,	Defence	and	Space	Industries,	to	strengthen	European	technological	
sovereignty,	its	industrial	base,	as	well	as	to	stimulate	innovation	across	the	EU.	
	
To	encourage	synergies	and	support	the	development	of	key	technologies,	the	Commission	has	
also	 launched	 Industrial	 Alliances.	 Such	 alliances	 already	 exist	 for	 energy	 technologies	 −	
batteries	and	clean	hydrogen	−	and	raw	materials.	
	
This	approach	has	shown	its	advantages	in	the	field	of	batteries,	where	the	Commission	has	just	
approved	 a	 second	 Important	 Project	 of	 Common	 European	 Interest	 (“IPCEI”)	 to	 support	
research	and	innovation	in	the	battery	value	chain.		The	project	involves	twelve	Member	States	
providing	up	to	€2.9	billion	in	funding	in	the	coming	years,		an	amount	that	is	expected	to	unlock	
an	additional	€9	billion	in	private	investments.	
	
Existing	 and	 future	 Alliances	 and	 joint	 actions	will	 help	 creating	 new	 jobs,	 making	 European	
industry	greener,	more	digital	and	more	resilient,	and	reducing	unwanted	dependencies	on	third	
countries.	
	
Just	yesterday,	Commissioners	Simson	and	Breton	announced	the	European	Solar	Initiative.	This	
is	 an	 industry−led	 effort	 supported	 by	 the	 European	Commission	 and	 aims	 to	 re−develop	 the	
photovoltaics	(PV)	industry	value	chain	to	capture	the	booming	European	demand	for	solar	PV,	
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estimated	 at	 20GW	 per	 year	 for	 the	 next	 decade,	 creating	 billions	 of	 euros	 value	 added	 and	
thousands	of	jobs	in	Europe.	
	
	
Updating	Our	Industrial	Strategy	
	
We	must	continue	to	move	forward	with	our	agenda	and	Europe	has	set	ambitious	climate	and	
digital	goals	for	2030.		We	aim	to	reduce	emissions	by	55%	compared	to	1990.	In	addition,	the	
Commission	will	set	new	digital	targets	for	2030.	This	requires	an	acceleration	of	the	green	and	
digital	transition.		In	the	context	of	the	update	of	our	industrial	policy,	announced	by	President	
von	der	Leyen,	we	will	look	at	the	transformation	needs	and	challenges	of	industrial	ecosystems.	
	
In	 cooperation	 with	 stakeholders,	 we	 have	 identified	 14	 industrial	 ecosystems	 representing	
around	 90%	 of	 the	 business	 value	 added	 in	 the	 EU.	 	We	 are	working	 on	 a	mapping	 for	 each	
ecosystem,	to	establish	a	complete	diagnosis	and	to	identify	needs	and	mobilise	tools	for	green	
and	digital	pathways	for	each	ecosystem.	
	
For	 instance,	 in	 the	 energy−intensive	 industry	 ecosystem,	 availability,	 accessibility	 and	
affordability	 of	 decarbonised	 electricity	 will	 become	 a	 particular	 challenge.	 Climate−neutral	
production	 processes	 will	 require	 significantly	 more	 electricity	 than	 traditional	 processes.	
Industry	demand	for	decarbonised	electricity	is	projected	to	more	than	double	by	2050.	
	
This	approach	shall	allow	us	−	on	the	one	hand	−	to	look	at	the	specificity	of	each	ecosystem	and	
−	on	the	other	−	to	spot	cross−cutting	policies	and	identify	areas	where	they	can	better	serve	the	
needs	of	an	ecosystem.	
	
The	 Commission’s	 Recovery	 Plan	 will	 also	 lead	 to	 significant	 investments	 to	 underpin	 our	
objectives.		In	September,	we	set	strategic	directions	for	the	implementation	of	the	Recovery	and	
Resilience	Facility,	which	is	at	the	very	heart	of	Next	Generation	EU,	and	asked	Member	States	to	
draft	 national	 recovery	 and	 resilience	 plans	 highlighting	 key	 reforms	 and	 investments	 for	 the	
recovery.	
	
Each	national	Recovery	and	Resilience	Plan	shall	include	a	minimum	of	37%	of	allocated	funds	
related	 to	 the	 green	 transition	 and	 allocate	 a	minimum	 of	 20%	 of	 their	 budget	 to	 the	 digital	
transition.	
	
We	will	continue	working	closely	with	all	relevant	players	in	the	assessment	of	our	analysis,	for	
instance	 in	 the	 context	 of	 the	 recently	 established	 Industrial	 Forum.	 	 In	 the	 update	 of	 the	
industrial	 strategy,	 we	will	 also	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 draw	 on	 the	 lessons	 from	 the	 value	
chain	disruptions	faced	in	the	COVID−19	crisis.		This	means	strengthening	the	Single	Market	and	
preparing	it	for	the	next	crisis.	It	also	includes	adapting	EU	legislation	to	ensure	that	it	remains	
fully	relevant.	
	
A	well−functioning	Single	Market	 is	crucial	 for	strengthening	European	 industrial	value	chains	
and	for	 increasing	the	competitiveness	of	European	 industry.	However,	companies	continue	to	
experience	barriers	that	prevent	them	from	fully	exploiting	the	potential	of	the	Single	Market.	
	
We	 need	 to	 address	 existing	 obstacles,	 also	 in	 services.	 We	 also	 need	 to	 ensure	 efficient,	
comprehensive,	and	consistent	market	surveillance	and	check	whether	products	made	available	
in	 the	 EU	 are	manufactured	 according	 to	 EU	 law.	 For	 that,	more	 investment	 and	 cooperation	
between	 the	 different	 authorities	 is	 essential.	 We	 work	 with	 the	 Member	 States	 to	 have	
strengthening	of	market	surveillance	as	one	of	the	reform	areas	under	national	recovery	plans.	
	
We	will	also	continue	our	work	to	reduce	strategic	dependencies.	This	means,	on	the	one	hand,	
ensuring	 the	 security	 of	 supply	 of	 essential	 inputs	 for	 our	 industry	 such	 as	 raw	 materials,	
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pharmaceutical	 ingredients	 or	microprocessors.	 On	 the	 other	 hand,	 it	means	 investing	 in	 and	
developing	the	technologies	and	skills	of	the	future.	
	
EU	 institutions,	 Member	 States	 and	 regions,	 alongside	 industry	 and	 all	 other	 relevant	 actors,	
have	to	work	together	to	ensure	that	our	industry	emerges	from	this	crisis	stronger	than	before,	
greener,	more	digital	and	more	resilient.	
	
This	is	something	we	can	do.	It	is	something	we	will	do.	
	
	
Scott	 RAFKIN,	 VOLVO	 Group,	 Executive	 Vice	 President	 &	 Chief	 Digital	
Officer		
	
• We	are	at	a	turning	point	of	our	industry:	addressing	two	major	societal	
challenges,	the	digital	shift	and	climate	change;	and	this	is	happening	at	
a	 time	 economy	 is	 gradually	 re-starting	 in	 the	 wake	 of	 the	 COVID-19	
outbreak.		

	
• The	 pandemic	 has	 accelerated	 the	 digital	 transformation	 in	 several	 industries.	 The	
widespread	adoption	of	digital	technology	is	creating	the	pre-conditions	for	a	further	boost	in	
efficiency,	 safety	 and	 sustainability.	 Digitalization	 is	 creating	 ecosystems	 that	 will	 drive	
paradigm	shift	in	business,	and	generate	new	opportunities.		

• Big	changes	ongoing	in	our	industries	of	reference		

- Transport	and	 infrastructures	 industries	are	changing	due	 to	 the	convergence	of	 societal	
and	technological	major	trends		

- Digitalization	 is	key	 in	all	 that,	 to	empower	 innovation	and	entrepreneurship,	bolster	EU	
competitiveness	and	economic	resilience;	this	is	done	through	the	widespread	adoption	of	
digital	technology	resulting	in:		

o a	lot	of	dynamically	sourced	data	(massive	data	sets;	widespread	adoption	of	highly	
integrated	and	inexpensive	sensors);		

o the	possibility	to	extract	 insights	from	it	(superior,	highly	integrated	computational	
power,	including	edge	computing);		

o and	 the	 possibility	 to	 act	 upon	 these	 insights	 in	 the	 real	 world	 (high-speed,	 high-
bandwidth	 communication;	widespread	adoption	of	highly	 integrated	and	 low-cost	
actuators)		

•		A	new	context	which	opens	new	possibilities		

- Industry	 barriers	 are	 blurring,	 transparency	 through	 value	 chains	 is	 increasing,	 which			
opens			up	for	new	ways	to	solve	problems		

- Key	 shift	 in	 the	 industry	 is	 moving	 from	 optimizing	 only	 one	 step	 at	 a	 time	 (in	 an	
industry/customer	 flow,	 or	 internal	processes),	 to	 looking	 at	 the	whole	 flow	and	 solving	
frictions	and	leveraging	value	pools		

- Digitalization	drives	 the	emergence	of	new	ecosystems,	or	 the	evolution	of	existing	ones,	
where	new	configuration	of	actors	are	possible	–	e.g.	platforms,	digital	market	places,	etc.		

	

•		From	physical	products	to	digitally	augmented	services	and	solutions	

- Through	digitalization	we	can	lift	our	focus	from	improving	just	one	physical	product	at	a	
time	(e.g.	truck,	construction	equipment,	etc.);	to	improve	the	efficiency	and	effectiveness	
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of	 the	overall	 flow	 (e.g.	 construction	 site	 in	 a	 city	 centre,	mining	 site	productivity,	 goods	
and	people	transportation)	

- Services	and	solutions	are	aimed	at	solving	frictions	and	waste	in	a	flow	–	while	leveraging	
the	further	value	coming	from	new	insights	on	flows	of	material,	people	and	information		

- The	“digitalization	magic”	happens	when	(business/societal)	opportunities	meet	hard	tech		
(physical	products)	and	soft	tech	(digital	products)	

- Volvo	Group	has	high	ambition	to	 take	a	 leader	position	 in	 this	changed	context,	and	has	
formulated	its	ambition	in	Vision	2030,	where	we	are	aiming	at	having	half	of	our	turnover	
made	of	services	and	solutions	in	2030		

•			Digitalization	key	for	the	Volvo	Group	to	drive	prosperity		

- -	Digitalization	 is	 going	 to	be	key	 for	Volvo	Group	as	 in	2030	 (as	 it	 is	 already	 true	now)	
there				will			be	no	service	or	solutions	without	digital	at	their	core	

- Volvo	 Group	 is	 focusing	 on	 digitally	 augmented	 services	 and	 solutions	 to	 help	 transport										
and	infrastructure	industries	to	do	more	with	less,	better	for	others,	and	best	for	the	future		

- The	 Volvo	 Group	 has	 been	 on	 this	 journey	 for	 quite	 a	 while	 now,	 and	 we	 have	
accomplished	a	lot	already.	With	more	than	one	million	connected	customer	assets,	we	use	
digital	 technologies	 to	 provide	 services	 that	 make	 life	 easier	 for	 our	 customers	 by	
improving	 the	 efficiency,	 safety	 and	 sustainability	 of	 their	 business.	 E.g.,	 uptime	 and	
productivity	services	we	are	providing	to	support	drivers,	operators	and	fleet	owners;	or	
load	factor	optimization	solutions	to	improve	transport	efficiency.		

	

Recommendations	to	EU	Decision-Makers	

• Invest	 in	and	ensure	 the	deployment	of	5G.	 It	 is	vital	 to	 the	success	of	 the	EU	Green	Deal.	
Everything	is	connected	–	that	is	why	this	is	such	a	fundamental	part	of	the	equation.	

• Strong	cybersecurity	 is	 prerequisite	 for	 trust	 in	 use	 of	 digital	 technologies	 and	 sharing	 of	
data.	

• When	developing	legislation,	avoid	too	restrictive	political	framework	conditions	that	would	
not	 consider	 the	 nature	 of	 digital	 trends,	 the	 speed	 of	 evolution	 and	 would	 inhibit	
innovation.		

	
Maria	 GRAPINI	MEP,	 Vice-Chair	 Internal	Market	 Committee,	 Substitute	
Member	 of	 the	 Transport	 Committee,	 Shadow	 Rapporteur	 on	 the	
Marketing	of	Construction	Products		
	
	
I	am	happy	to	see	you	again	today	at	the	European	Manufacturing	Forum	
to	discuss	changing	business	models	and	industrial	strategy,	but	I	regret	
that	 we	 cannot	 meet	 directly.	 As	 Vice-Chair	 of	 the	 Committee	 on	 the	
Internal	Market	and	Consumer	Protection	and	Member	of	the	Committee	
on	Transport,	I	would	like	to	say	that	we	are	indeed	at	a	turning	point	for	
the	industry.		
	
The	prolonged	health	crisis	of	more	than	a	year	has	profoundly	affected	manufacturing,	tourism	
and	trade,	especially	SMEs.	Digital	technologies	are	evolving	rapidly,	and	industries	need	to	keep	
up	with	them.	I	also	believe	that	it	is	important	for	staff	working	in	industries	to	have	access	to	
the	necessary	training	and	preparation	for	digitalisation.	
	
I	appreciate	the	Commission's	communication	of	January	2021	which	extends	the	deadlines	and	
ceilings	 for	 state	 aid,	 but	unfortunately	 the	 internal	market	has	become	very	 fragmented.	The	
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transport	 of	 goods	 and	 tourists	 is	 fragmented	by	decisions	 taken	unilaterally	 or	 bilaterally	 by	
states.		
	
Two	important	Regulations	will	be	implemented	this	year:	
- The	Regulation	Of	The	European	Parliament	And	Of	The	Council	Establishing	The	 ‘Customs’	
Programme	For	Cooperation	In	The	Field	Of	Customs;	and		

- The	 Regulation	 For	 Establishing	 The	 Single	 Market	 Program,	 The	 Competitiveness	 Of	
Enterprises,	Including	SMEs	And	European	Statistics	

	which	I	hope	will	bring	positive	effects	on	the	internal	market.	
	
In	the	IMCO	Committee,	we	will	have	two	very	important	reports	on	the	Digital	Services	Act	and	
the	Digital	Market	Act.	 The	new	 rules	 on	 the	Digital	 Services	Act	 are	 proportionate,	 stimulate	
innovation,	growth	and	competitiveness	and	facilitate	the	expansion	of	smaller	platforms,	SMEs	
and	 start-ups.	 The	 responsibilities	 of	 users,	 platforms	 and	 public	 authorities	 are	 realigned	 to	
European	values,	placing	citizens	at	the	centre.	
	
The	rules	on	the	Digital	Services	Act	will	further	protect	consumers	and	their	fundamental	rights	
in	 the	 online	 environment,	 establish	 a	 solid	 and	 clear	 framework	 for	 the	 transparency	 and	
accountability	of	online	platforms,	and	promote	innovation,	growth	and	competitiveness	in	the	
single	market.	
	
The	 Digital	 Markets	 Act	 (DMA)	 establishes	 a	 set	 of	 narrowly	 defined	 objective	 criteria	 for	
qualifying	 a	 large	 online	 platform	 as	 a	 so-called	 “gatekeeper”.	 This	 allows	 the	DMA	 to	 remain	
well	targeted	to	the	problem	that	it	aims	to	tackle	as	regards	large,	systemic	online	platforms.	

Benefits	of	the	Digital	Market	Act:	

• Business	 users	who	depend	on	 gatekeepers	 to	 offer	 their	 services	 in	 the	 single	market	will	
have	a	fairer	business	environment.	

• Innovators	and	technology	start-ups	will	have	new	opportunities	to	compete	and	innovate	in	
the	online	platform	environment	without	having	to	comply	with	unfair	terms	and	conditions	
limiting	their	development.	

• Consumers	will	have	more	and	better	services	to	choose	from,	more	opportunities	to	switch	
their	provider	if	they	wish	so,	direct	access	to	services,	and	fairer	prices.	

• Gatekeepers	will	keep	all	opportunities	to	 innovate	and	offer	new	services.	They	will	simply	
not	be	allowed	to	use	unfair	practices	towards	the	business	users	and	customers,	that	depend	
on	them,	to	gain	an	undue	advantage.	

As	 digitalisation	 is	 evolving	 rapidly	 in	 all	 sectors,	 I	 believe	 it	 is	 important	 to	 have	 effective	
regulations	 at	 European	 level	 to	 support	 digital	 industries,	 production	 and	 services,	 we	 need	
more	investments	in	technologies	in	accordance	with	the	European	Green	Deal,	but	at	the	same	
time	 we	 need	 to	 ensure	 that	 consumer	 protection	 is	 respected	 and	 to	 have	 a	 better	 market	
surveillance.		

Moreover,	 I	 believe	 that	 we	 need	 to	 have	 good	 transport	 network	 connectivity	 in	 Europe	 in	
order	to	improve	transport	efficiency.	I	also	think	that	industries	need	to	take	into	account	and	
strive	to	achieve	our	goals	in	terms	of	climate	change	and	the	European	Green	Deal,	and	last	but	
not	 least,	 I	 think	 it	 is	 also	 important	 to	promote	 circular	 economy	processes.	 I	 agree	with	 the	
recommendations	made	by		Scott	RAFKIN	from	the	VOLVO	Group	and	I	will	always	be	open	to	
industry	consultations.	

I	 call	 on	 the	 European	 Commission	 to	 focus	 on	 a	 reindustrialisation	 strategy,	 as	 promised	 by	
Commissioner	Breton.	Yes,	I	support	the	European	Green	Deal,	but	with	the	support	of	industry	
because	unfortunately,	 the	 crisis	has	 shown	 that	 the	EU	 is	deindustrialized	and	dependent	on	
imports	that	can	endanger	consumer	safety.	
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Jost	BACKHAUS,	ENERCON,	Chief	Operating	Officer		
	
ENERCON	 is	 one	 of	 the	 leading	 developers	 and	 manufacturers	 of	
onshore	 wind	 energy	 converters	 (WEC)	 based	 in	 Germany	 with	
headquarters	 in	 Aurich	 and	 production	 sites	 in	 several	 European	
countries.	The	installed	capacity	of	ENERCON	wind	energy	converters	
adds	up	to	almost	55	gigawatts	(GW)	in	45	countries	around	the	globe.	
More	 than	 14.000	 employees	 contribute	 to	 the	 successful	
development,	 production,	 installation	 and	 servicing	 of	 the	 ENERCON	
WECs.		
	
ENERCON	was	 the	 first	manufacturer	 to	 focus	on	a	gearless	drive	design,	which	requires	 little	
maintenance	and	has	since	become	a	hallmark	of	all	ENERCON	wind	energy	converters.	We	are	
also	 among	 the	 technology	 leaders	 in	 rotor	 blade	 engineering,	 control	 systems	 and	 grid	
connection	technology.	
	
	
Turnaround	and	Internationalization	Strategy	
	
Due	to	a	combination	of	factors	including	the	collapse	of	our	most	important	market	in	Germany	
in	 2018	 and	 a	 rapid	 decline	 of	 the	 market	 price	 for	 wind	 turbines	 globally,	 we	 initiated	 an	
ambitious	turnaround	programme	in	2019.	This	includes	a	focus	on	our	core	product	and	efforts	
throughout	the	entire	company	to	reduce	the	cost	of	energy	(COE)	of	our	turbines.	Another	pillar	
of	the	turnaround	strategy	is	the	internationalization	of	ENERCON	in	terms	of	market	presence,	
supply	chain	and	production.	While	the	company	already	has	a	global	 footprint	with	regard	to	
projects	 and	a	 global	 and	decentralized	 service	network	 for	ENERCON	WECs	 in	operation,	we	
are	 increasing	our	presence	 further	 in	countries	with	a	particular	strong	market	potential	 like	
Vietnam,	Chile	or	Colombia.	In	Europe,	we	see	strong	growth	potential	in	Scandinavia	and	Italy,	
among	others.		
	
Internationalization	is	also	happening	with	regards	to	supply	chain	and	production.	The	pursuit	
of	 the	 reduction	 of	 the	 cost	 of	 energy	 of	 our	WECs	 requires	 a	 new	approach	 to	managing	 the	
supply	 chain	 and	 the	 sourcing	 of	 components.	 At	 the	 same	 time,	 requirements	 for	 the	
localization	of	production	are	 increasingly	adopted	by	governments	around	the	world.	 	Hence,	
certain	components	have	to	be	produced	outside	of	Europe.	That	being	said,	the	manufacturing	
of	major	components	of	our	WECs	remains	located	in	the	EU.	We	are	committed	to	production	at	
our	existing	 sites	 in	Germany,	Portugal	 and	Poland.	We	 recently	 took	 the	 strategic	decision	 to	
concentrate	the	manufacturing	of	nacelles	at	the	site	of	our	headquarters	in	Northern	Germany	
and	of	the	generator	in	Magdeburg.	As	a	wind	energy	manufacturing	hub	with	excellent	export	
opportunities,	 Portugal	 also	 remains	 a	 strategically	 important	manufacturing	 location	 for	 our	
rotor	blades.		
	
	
Let	us	make	the	Green	Deal	an	industrial	success	story	for	Europe	
	
Wind	 energy	 was	 born	 in	 Europe	 and	 ENERCON	 was	 there	 to	 witness	 it.	 Our	 technology	 is	
mature	 and	 can	 help	 EU	 Member	 States	 reach	 their	 renewable	 energy	 targets.	 European	
manufacturers	 are	 still	 world	 leaders	 in	 onshore	 wind.	 Wind	 energy	 is	 also	 a	 key	 part	 of	
Europe’s	 industrial	 base.	 The	 business	 of	 producing,	 installing	 and	 operating	 wind	 turbines	
supports	 over	 300,000	 jobs,	 generates	 €60bn	 per	 year	 in	 turnover	 and	 €25bn	 of	 new	
investments	annually.	The	European	wind	industry	exports	technology	and	services	amounting	
to	€8bn.	Half	of	all	 the	wind	power	 installed	globally	comes	 from	turbines	made	by	European	
companies.		
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Wind	 energy	 is	 also	 the	 main	 pillar	 of	 decarbonisation	 in	 the	 EU.	 More	 than	 200	 GW	 are	
currently	installed	in	Europe,	of	which	onshore	wind	energy	makes	up	more	than	180	GW.	The	
International	Energy	Agency	 expects	wind	 to	become	 the	no.	 1	 source	of	 power	 in	Europe	by	
2027.	The	EU	Commission	expects	it	to	meet	more	than	half	of	Europe’s	power	demand	by	2050.	
Long-term	decarbonisation	scenarios	of	the	European	Commission	show	that	between	750	and	
1000	 GW	of	 onshore	wind	 alone	will	 be	 needed	 in	 Europe	 to	 achieve	 climate	 neutrality	 until	
mid-century.	This	requires	Europe	to	build	at	least	23	GW	of	new	onshore	wind	a	year.	The	sad	
truth	is:	We	are	not	advancing	at	the	necessary	speed.	Less	than	12	GW	were	added	in	2019	and	
2020.	 The	 reasons	 are	 lengthy	 and	 overly	 complex	 permitting	 procedures	 and	 a	 range	 of	
regulatory	restrictions	(like	distance,	tip	height	and	radar	rules).	
	
At	the	same	time	as	wind	energy	markets	in	Europe	are	losing	strength,	competition	from	non-
European	companies	is	increasing.	Chinese	manufacturers	are	winning	projects	in	third	country	
markets	backed	by	cheap	government	finance.		
	
Therefore,	 we	 are	 convinced	 that	 if	 Europe	 wants	 the	 Green	 Deal	 to	 become	 an	 industrial	
success	 story	and	 if	we	want	 to	maintain	European	 leadership	 in	wind	energy	 technology,	we	
need	to	ensure	that:	
	
• Wind	energy	is	recognized	as	a	top	strategic	value	chain	under	the	European	Green	Deal.	This	
entails	 continuous	 investments	 in	 research	 and	 development	 for	 existing	 and	 proven	
technologies	 like	 onshore	 wind	 and	 an	 EU	 Export	 Strategy	 for	 Renewables	 including	 the	
improvement	of	conditions	for	export	financing	for	renewable	energy	projects	and		

	
• The	European	home	markets	remain	stable	and	governments	increase	their	ambition	on	new	
wind	 energy	 volumes.	 Most	 importantly,	 permitting	 barriers	 that	 hold	 back	 the	 necessary	
expansion	 of	 onshore	 wind	 in	 many	 EU	 Member	 States	 must	 be	 tackled	 in	 the	 interest	 of	
reaching	 the	 renewable	 energy	 and	 climate	 targets.	 We	 need	 clear	 and	 simple	 rules	 on	
planning	and	permitting	for	new	and	repowered	projects.		

The	Green	Recovery	is	a	unique	opportunity	to	set	the	tracks	for	continued	European	leadership	
with	investments	in	renewable	energy	projects	and	electricity	infrastructure.	In	this	context,	the	
European	 Parliament	 (and	 you	 as	 its	 Members)	 can	 play	 an	 important	 role	 in	 ensuring	 that	
funding	is	channeled	to	renewable	energy	through	the	national	recovery	plans.	We	must	ensure	
that	the	Plans	drive	ambition;	we	cannot	afford	to	let	this	opportunity	for	transition	to	a	green	
and	digital	economy	pass.		
	
	
	

	
Alex	 AGIUS	 SALIBA	 MEP,	 Rapporteur	 on	 The	 Digital	 Service	 Act,	
Internal	Market	Committee,	Former	Adviser	to	Commissioner	Dalli		
	

Wind	Energy	And	Green	Deal		

The	 EU	 has	 been	 a	 global	 leader	 and	 a	 champion	 for	 energy	
transmission	and	climate	and	energy	framework.	The	aim	of	having	a	
clean,	 affordable,	 and	 reliable	 energy	 system	 in	 Europe	 has	 been	 a	
political	project	that	affects	all	of	us.		

The	Paris	Climate	Change	Agreement,	to	which	the	EU	and	its	Member	States	are	all	signatories,	
seeks	 to	 maintain	 global	 warming	 at	 well	 below	 2°C,	 and	 much	 closer	 to	 1.5°C,	 above	 pre-
industrial	 levels.	A	vast	expansion	of	renewable	energy	deployment	will	be	required	on	a	truly	
global	scale	to	achieve	this	ambitious	goal.	
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To	this	end,	the	European	energy	system	will	need	to	become	carbon-neutral	by	the	second	half	
of	this	century.		

But	what	does	 this	mean	for	Europe	and	renewable	energy	 like	wind	energy?	 It	 is	essential	 to	
realise	that	greenhouse	gas	emissions	decline	by	at	least	40%	below	1990	levels	and	renewables	
energy	sources	are	to	deliver	32%	of	our	energy.		

This	means	that	policymakers	and	scientists	will	have	to	search	for	reliable	and	clean	renewable	
energy	 sources	 with	 huge	 potential	 and	 multiple	 uses	 that	 are	 also	 technologically	 and	
commercially	feasible	to	exploit.			

I	 fully	 support	 the	 idea	 that	wind	power	and	wind	energy	are	essential	 in	 this	 search	and	are	
some	of	 the	most	 important	 renewables.	 They	 are	 one	 of	 the	 key	 pillars	 of	 renewable	 energy	
sources	and	key	to	achieving	the	EU	targets	and	the	Paris	Agreement's	targets.			

As	European	Commission	Executive	Vice-President	Frans	Timmermans	had	said	recently	during	
the	online	energy	summit	held	in	Bucharest,	"Investments	in	sustainable	energy	are	increasing	
hugely	worldwide,	and	the	EU	must	stimulate	that	development."	

Within	 the	 last	 few	 years,	 the	 energy	 transition	 has	 become	 a	 global	 phenomenon	 affecting	
energy	 supply	 structures	 and	 how	 citizens	 and	 companies	 can	 contribute	 to	 rapid	
decarbonization.	The	power	 sector	 and	projects	 like	Enercon	will	 be	 leading	 the	way	 through	
this	transition,	as	wind	power	and	energy	will	 increasingly	replace	the	current	world's	 leading	
energy	sources.	

The	cost	of	electricity	generated	by	wind	will	continue	to	decrease	in	recent	years.	In	more	and	
more	world	regions,	power	from	new	wind	projects	will	cost	less	than	the	conventional	power	
plants	 generate.	 What	 is	 more,	 wind	 power	 projects	 combined	 with	 storage	 would	 become	
extremely	competitive.	All	projections	suggest	that	these	key	energy	transition	technologies	will	
continue	to	become	cheaper	and	affordable	in	the	future.	An	affordable	energy-system	based	on	
clean-energy	technologies	is	within	reach	thanks	to	renewable	sources	such	as	wind	energy.	

The	European	Commission	has	also	recently	adopted	a	strategy	for	offshore	renewable	energies	
in	all	of	Europe's	seas,	aiming	to	increase	offshore	wind	capacity	to	25	times	current	levels	and	
facilitate	 the	 commercialisation	 of	 new	 offshore	 renewable	 technologies.	 Such	 an	 approach	
could	 make	 a	 significant	 contribution	 towards	 the	 decarbonisation	 of	 energy	 consumption	
across	the	EU.		

Governments	are	getting	more	and	more	interested	in	offshore	wind	projects.	For	example,	my	
country	is	exploring	an	offshore	wind	turbine	project	financed	by	the	EU's	Innovation	Fund.	The	
offshore	 site	off	 the	north-east	of	Gozo,	has	been	 identified	as	 the	 site	of	 a	€200	million	wind	
energy	project	that	will	power	the	entire	island	of	Gozo.	

Therefore,	I	fully	support	that	wind	energy	should	be	recognized	as	a	top	strategic	value	chain.	I	
agree	that	this	will	require	continuous	investments	in	R&D	for	existing	and	proven	technologies	
like	 onshore	 and	 offshore	 wind.	 I	 also	 think	 that	 energy	 transition	 is	 a	 global	 phenomenon.	
Therefore	 the	 EU	must	 remain	 a	 global	 leader	 in	 developing	 and	 exporting	 renewable	 energy	
sources	and	projects.			

The	EU	should	provide	a	supportive	regulatory	framework	and	increase	funding	for	renewable	
wind	 technologies	 while	 maintaining	 Europe's	 global	 technological	 and	 market	 leadership	 in	
this	sector.	

		



	

EFM		‘Industry	Transformation:	Changing	Business	Models	&	Industrial	Strategy’	 10 

 

Kai	LÜCKE,	ZF	FRIEDRICHSHAFEN	AG,	Senior	Vice	President	&	Head	
of	Group	External	Affairs		

	
• ZF	 is	 a	 technology	 company	 with	 around	 150,000	 staff	

worldwide,	more	than	a	century	of	history	and	a	leading	supplier	
in	the	areas	of	automotive	and	wind	power.	

• The	 industrial	 transformation	 is	 happening:	 towards	
digitalization,	electrification,	automation.	

• Reading	EU	policy	papers,	the	impression	sometimes	arises	that	
industry	 is	 a	 passive	object	 that	 requires	 a	political	 push	 for,	 rather	 than	 an	 actor	 of,	 that	
transformation.	 Some	 in	 politics	 oppose	 the	 supposedly	 boring	 metallic	 grey	 of	 our	
industrial	 fabric	 with	 the	 shining	 green	 future	 of	 political	 ambition.	 Creating	 such	 an	
opposition	is	both	wrong	and	dangerous.		

• It	is	wrong	because	the	transformation	is	in	full	swing.	Industry	is	investing	heavily	into	the	
future.	Supposedly	simple	metal	is	propelled	into	the	future	via	sensor	technology.		
o Example	 chassis:	 The	 long-existing	 and	 previously	 separated	 functions	 of	 steering,	
damping,	 braking,	 combined	 with	 sensor	 technology,	 are	 merged	 into	 a	 “flying	 carpet”,	
increasing	both	comfort	and	safety.		

o Example	 safety:	 “Passive	 safety”	 technologies	 such	 as	 airbags	 are	 becoming	 smart	when	
combined	with	camera	technologies,	actively	saving	lives.	

o Example	automated	driving:	All	those	technologies	together	allow	autonomous	shuttles	to	
operate	 on	 European	 roads	 –	 the	 earlier	 the	 better	 for	 urban	 mobility	 and	 European	
industry.	What	is	still	lacking	is	the	appropriate	regulatory	approval	framework.	

• It	 is	 dangerous,	 because	 not	 seeing	 the	 win-wins	 between	 green	 ambition	 and	 industrial	
success	would	put	the	European	industrial	fabric	at	risk.		
o Example:	electrification:	Using	all	pathways	to	climate-neutral	transport	can	lead	to	a	win-
win	 for	 industry	 and	 climate.	 No	 doubt,	 electrification	 is	 currently	 the	 strong	 focus	 of	
investments.	Hybridization	 and	notably	 the	next	 generation	 of	 plug-in	 hybrids	 can	 allow	
the	 industrial	 transformation	 of	 plants	 from	 combustion	 to	 electrification	 technologies.	
And	 what	 role	 do	 alternative	 fuels	 play	 to	 reach	 ambitious	 climate	 targets?	 Are	 we	
promoting	such	solutions	sufficiently,	to	make	the	Green	Deal	an	industrial	success?	

o If	 stricter	 targets	 were	 Europe’s	 only	 industrial	 strategy,	 without	 looking	 at	 the	
opportunities	and	limits	of	the	transformation	of	plants	and	supply	chains,	there	would	be	
a	real	risk	of	a	social	and	industrial	disruption.		

• Let	us	create	the	win-wins	that	we	all	seek,	for	industry,	modern	mobility	and	climate:	
o A	modern	 regulatory	 framework	 on	 automated	 driving	 and	 automated	 shuttles,	 for	 low	
level	automation	as	well	as	highly	automated,	driverless	shuttles.		

o A	 CO2	 regulation	 that	 prioritizes	 all	 technology	 paths	 that	 allow	 us	 to	 reach	 our	 climate	
objectives	and	support	a	successful	industrial	transformation	at	the	same	time.	

o If	we	do	that,	we	can	make	the	Green	Deal	an	industrial	success.		

	
	

Vlad-Marius	 BOTOŞ	 MEP,	 Opinion	 Rapporteur	 on	 the	 Strategic	
Innovation	 Agenda	 of	 the	 European	 Institute	 of	 Innovation	 &	
Technology	 &	 Opinion	 Shadow	 Rapporteur	 on	 New	 Industrial	
Strategy	for	Europe,	Internal	Market	Committee,	(former	production	
manager	of	an	automotive	company)		
	
We	 are	 living	 in	 incredible	 times.	 The	 dramatic	 changes	 around	 us	
can	 be	 seen	 and	 felt	 by	 everybody.	 Unfortunately,	 last	 year	 we	
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thought	 that	 only	 the	Green	Deal	 and	 the	Digitalization	will	 be	 felt	 like	 dramatic	 changes	 and	
that	 only	 the	 environmental	 urgency	will	 be	 in	 our	 focus.	 That	was	 changed	 by	 the	 Covid-19	
pandemic.	
	
This	 health	 crisis	 however	 showed	 us	 some	 important	 aspects	 that	 we	 could	 have	 not	 seen	
without	 it.	 In	 the	 first	 lockdown	we	 have	 seen	 the	 air	 in	 the	 cities	 cleaning,	we	 could	 see	 an	
almost	stop	of	the	pollution	because	people	stopped	using	the	cars.	It	was	the	first	time	that	we	
had	an	actual	proof	that	the	transport	needs	to	change	dramatically	and	fast.		
	
The	electrification	is,	indeed,	the	focus	of	the	change	in	the	automotive	industry	maybe	because	
the	electric	cars	are	already	here,	are	already	gaining	the	market.	Maybe	because	it	was	created,	
a	sort	of	rush	in	this	domain,	a	sense	of	real	competition.		
	
We	are	already	having	electric	cars	with	big	autonomy	(just	a	hand	full	of	them,	but	we	do),	we	
are	having	a	battery	alliance	that	will	try	to	support	the	creating	of	better	and	more	ecological	
batteries.	 I	 know,	 we	 know,	 that	 the	 batteries	 and	 the	 electricity	 are	 not	 the	 only	 possible	
solution,	we	know	there	are	other	fuels,	even	solar	panels	for	cars,	but	we	have	to	go	where	the	
market	leads	us	because	we	are	talking	about	industry,	about	market,	about	economy.		
	
I	 will	 always	 support	 the	 research,	 the	 alternative	 solutions,	 the	 progress	 in	 the	 automotive	
domain,	but	I	have	to	say	that	at	the	moment	we	do	not	have	a	strategy	for	the	transport	domain	
that	 includes	all	 the	possible	 alternative	 fuels	 and	 that	 gives	 them	 the	 same	attention	and	 the	
same	chances	to	win	the	market.		
	
We	have	to	recognize	that	we	are	still	 in	the	beginning	of	this	transport	revolution	and	we	are	
yet	 to	 see	where	 it	will	 lead	us,	but	 I	 think	we,	as	politicians	and	as	society,	 can	be	opened	 to	
talks,	to	alternatives,	to	cooperation	with	the	industry	because	we	know	that	the	Green	Deal	will	
be	made	by	the	industry	and	not	just	by	rules.		
	
The	 industrial	strategy	of	 the	European	Union	 is	now	on	the	Commission`s	working	table.	The	
Renew	Europe	group	is	working	on	its	own	paper	on	the	future	of	the	industry	and	I	hope	that	in	
the	shortest	possible	time	we	will	have	a	strategy	adapted	to	the	today	realities	in	the	industry,	
considering	 the	supply	chains,	 the	 transformation	of	 the	plants,	 the	best	places	 for	production	
and	 the	 Green	 Deal	 and	 the	 Digitalization.	 	 We	 are	 working	 on	 it	 and	 you	 are	 welcome	 to	
contribute.	
	
There	 are	 a	 lot	 of	 things	 to	 consider.	 Of	 course,	 the	 globalization	 is	 a	 good	 thing,	 but	 me,	
personally,	I	think	that	the	automotive	industry	must	remain	our	top	priority.	This	is	the	domain	
where	Europe	was	and	still	 is	a	 leader	and	I	 think	we	should	prioritize	 this	 industry	to	help	 it	
remain	amongst	the	bests	in	the	world.		
	
It	is	one	of	those	times	in	the	history	when	events	are	unfolding	very	fast	and	we	must	do	more	
than	adapt,	we	must	stay	ahead	of	times.	Of	course,	the	change	of	the	fuel	and	the	stopping	of	the	
transport	 pollution	 are	 the	 top	 priorities,	 but	 we	 do	 acknowledge	 there	 are	 other	 issues	 to	
consider,	 like	 the	 digitalization	 of	 the	 transport,	 the	 driverless	 shuttles	 and	 vehicles,	 the	
continuous	innovation	and	the	recycling	of	the	cars.	We	will	try	to	address	all	of	these	issues	in	
the	Renew	paper	although	some	of	them	will	be	better	covered	by	the	Transport	Committee.				
	
The	 technology	 paths	 are	 for	 the	 industry	 to	 choose,	 as	 long	 as	 the	 cars	 are	 staying	 in	 the	
pollution	limits	set	out	in	the	regulations	nobody	minds	if	you	use	plants	oil	or	the	sun	as	fuel.	
We	will	support	the	choices	made	by	the	industry	as	long	as	it	will	lead	us	to	a	clean	planet,	as	
long	as	the	objectives	of	the	Green	Deal	and	Paris	Agreement	are	achieved.	Me,	as	a	consumer,	I	
would	also	like	to	have	plenty	of	choices	when	it	comes	to	fuel.		
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I	come	from	the	automotive	industry,	I	know	the	capacity	of	adapting,	of	changing	and	I	think	we	
need	to	protect	and	help	this	domain,	but	I	do	know	that	the	industry	can	do	much	more.	At	the	
beginning	it	will	be	a	bit	rough,	because	all	these	regulations	have	extremely	tight	timelines,	but	
the	solutions	for	a	good	beginning	are	already	there,	the	mass	production	for	the	new	fuel	cars	is	
very	close,	we	just	need	to	keep	an	opened	mind	and	to	cooperate	for	finding	solutions	for	the	
future,	not	for	trying	to	hang	onto	the	past.	
	
	
COMMISSION	RESPONSE	
Maive	 RUTE,	 EUROPEAN	 COMMISSION,	 DG	 GROW,	 Deputy	 Director-
General	for	Internal	Market,	Industry,	Entrepreneurship	&	SMEs,		
	
Our	 Industrial	 Strategy	 is	 firmly	 grounded	 in	 the	 objectives	 of	 the	
European	Green	Deal,	Europe’s	growth	strategy.	

The	main	goal	is	for	a	competitive	industry	to	help	Europe	become	the	first	
climate−neutral	 continent	 by	 2050.	 Climate	 targets	 offer	 industry	
unprecedented	 opportunities	 that	 need	 to	 be	 seized	 and	 exploited	 to	
create	value	for	companies,	customers	and	society.	

The	digital	sector	will	also	contribute	 to	 the	European	Green	Deal	goals,	both	as	a	source	of	
clean	technology	solutions	and	by	reducing	its	own	carbon	footprint.	Digital	technologies	are	a	
critical	enabler	for	attaining	our	sustainability	goals	in	many	different	sectors.	

We	 need	 to	 join	 forces	 to	 support	 industry	 in	 developing	more	 innovative	 and	 sustainable	
technologies	and	processes,	generating	positive	spill−over	effects	throughout	Europe.	

Joint	 initiatives	 in	key	technologies	and	business	areas,	such	as	 industrial	alliances,	bringing	
together	 investors,	 governmental,	 institutional	 and	 industrial	 partners,	 can	be	 an	 important	
tool	 to	 identify	 technology	 needs,	 investment	 opportunities	 and	 regulatory	 barriers	 and	
enablers	at	all	stages	of	the	value	chain.	

I	 emphasiss	 again	 that	 	 such	 an	 approach	 has	 already	 shown	 its	 advantages	 in	 the	 field	 of	
batteries,	where	 the	Commission	has	 just	 approved	a	 second	 Important	Project	 of	 Common	
European	Interest	(“IPCEI”)	to	support	research	and	innovation	in	the	battery	value	chain.	

By	 establishing	 a	 complete,	 decarbonised	 and	 digital	 battery	 value	 chain	 in	 Europe,	we	 can	
give	 our	 industry	 a	 competitive	 edge,	 create	 much	 needed	 jobs	 and	 reduce	 our	 unwanted	
dependencies	 on	 third	 countries,	making	 European	 industry	more	 resilient.	 This	 new	 IPCEI	
proves	 that	 the	 European	 Battery	 Alliance,	 an	 important	 part	 of	 the	 EU	 industrial	 policy	
toolbox,	is	delivering.	

Last	year,	we	also	 launched	the	European	Clean	Hydrogen	Alliance	 in	 July	and	the	new	Raw	
Materials	Alliance	 in	September.	Soon	we	will	also	 launch	a	European	Alliance	on	 Industrial	
Data	and	Cloud.	

The	 Recovery	 and	 Resilience	 Facility	 is	 a	 powerful	 tool	 to	 turn	 the	 immediate	 challenges	
posed	 by	 the	 COVID−19	 crisis	 into	 long−term	 opportunities	 by	 investing	 in	 our	 future,	 the	
green	and	digital	transitions	and	a	more	resilient	European	industry.	

The	 Recovery	 and	 Resilience	 Facility	 is	 an	 opportunity	 to	 create	 European	 flagships	 with	
tangible	benefits	for	the	economy	and	citizens	across	the	EU.	These	flagships	should	address	
issues	 that	 are	 common	 to	 all	 Member	 States,	 need	 significant	 investment,	 create	 jobs	 and	
growth	and	are	needed	for	the	twin	transition.	
	
Concretely,	the	flagships	“Power	up”,	“Recharge	and	Refuel”	and	“Renovate”	will	contribute	to	
the	 green	 transition	 and	 the	 achievement	 of	 our	 climate	 goals	 with	 the	 frontloading	 of	
future−proof	clean	 technologies	and	acceleration	of	 the	development	and	use	of	 renewables	
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and	of	accessible	and	smart	transport,	and	the	improvement	of	energy	efficiency	of	public	and	
private	buildings.	

European	 investments	 should	 be	 complemented	 in	 the	 national	 recovery	 plans	 with	 the	
appropriate	reforms.	

	

	
Antony	 FELL,	 EUROPEAN	 FORUM	 FOR	 MANAUFACTURING,	 Secretary	
General	
	
The	next	EFM	meeting	(virtual)	is	planned	for	Wednesday	14	April	at	18h30	
–	 20h00.	With	 the	 new	 US	 Administration	 and	 potentially	 important	 new	
opportunities	for	future	EU	US	trade	relations,	arrangements	are	now	being	
made	 to	 organise	 a	 Transatlantic	 Manufacturers’	 Roundtable	 with	 the	
National	Association	of	Manufacturers	in	Washington	DC.	

Those	interested	in	participating,	please	do	let	the	EFM	know	and	outline	your	priorities	for	this	
new	trading	relationship.		

Finally	I	would	like	to	thank	the	European	Commission’s	Deputy	Director	General,	the	Members	
of	 the	European	Parliament,	 the	European	Manufacturers	 and	 above	 all	 the	 excellent	 Chair	 of	
this	Forum,		Dragos	Pîslaru	MEP.				

I	now	close	this	European	Forum	for	Manufacturing	meeting.	

	
	

 


